‘Govts must encourage scale-up of ICTS’
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Bengaluru: Ten years after its in-
ception, the International Centre
for Theoretical Sciences (ICTS)has
urged the Centre and state govern-
ments to enable its scale-up. At an
event to mark its completion of 10
years on Thursday, Spenta Wadia,
founder of the institute, said more
land is needed to develop better in-
frastructureand enhance the num-
ber of collaborations.

“We've been in talks with the
state government for five acres of
land in another part of the city, We
found the right academic ecosys-
tem in Bengaluru to set up an insti-
tution like ICTS. With the help of
institutes like Indian Institute of
Science (ITSc¢) and National Centre
for Biological Sciences (NCBS),
our initial years were given a bo-
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ost,” said Wadia. The institute, set
upin February 2007, caters toaplet-
hora of research areas within theo-
retical sciences, including string
theory, cosmology, quantum gravi-
ty, mathematics amongothers.
Rajesh Gopakumar, director,
ICTS, said: “One of the major areas
we have been looking at is societal
outreach programmes. Apart from
collaborations to address issues
pertainingtoIndia, wehavealsore-
corded an increasing number of

followers: over 6,600 on Facebook
and more than 11,000 on YouTube,
whereour publiclecturesarestrea-
med live and people can post ques-
tions through the platforms.”

“Many collaborations with in-
ternational institutes has given
ICTS the edge, while ourlocal colla-
borations with institutes like IISc
and NCBS aswell asother Bengalu-
ru-based institutions has helped in
building a scientific community,”
Gopakumar added.



